
Holy Spirit Parish 
Social Justice Ministry Committee  

Minutes from Meeting 
February 6, 2020 

 
Meeting began at 6:30 PM with singing Hymn 743, verses 1,3,5.  Fr. Steve followed with leading 
a prayer.  He then asked us to sing “Happy Birthday” to Carol Steltenpohl. 
 
Meeting Attendance:   
Present:  Dave Baker, Karen Clifford, Sr. Barb Knauf, Mary Ann Krems, Deacon Richard Letto, 
Harry Magee, Arlene Meyerhofer, Clint Schultz, Carol Steltenpohl, Jim Wiese, Bob Wolensky, 
Susan Zach. 
Absent:  Patricia Boylan, Richard Hoffman, John Noel, Patty Noel, Lizzy Novak (UW-SP Rep), 
Marilyn Slusarski, and Rosan Zahn 
 
Correction to Last Minutes:  On page 2, paragraph 2, the words “Newman Center” should have 
said “Ministry Center.” 
Carol Steltenpohl’s name was missing from the new Social Justice Workshop Planning 
Committee.    
 
Pastor’s Report: 
Fr. Steve continued to remind us of the upcoming events in our parish.  Most of these surround 
the moving of furniture and other artifacts from the Newman Center and Rectory to the new 
Ministry Center.  Moving will begin the weekend of February 15th and 16th.  On February 23rd, 
following the 10 AM Mass, parishioners will gather at the Newman Center to begin its formal 
closing.  At that time the Tree of Life stained glass window will be carried to and installed in the 
Ministry Center.  Offices in the Ministry Center will be open on Ash Wednesday, February 26th.  
Closing of the Newman Center will take place on the 28th.  On March 8th,  Bishop Callahan will 
preside at the 10 AM Mass followed by the formal dedication of the Ministry Center.  An open 
house will follow afterwards. 
 
Current Activities: 
The minutes of this meeting do not completely follow the order of the agenda presented.  All but 
two items were eventually discussed. The remaining two will be added to the March agenda. 
 
UW-SP Student Rep.: There was no report from the new student representative, Lizzy Novak, 
because she was absent.  Deacon Rick expressed an interest in the progress of the Fair-Trade 
sales, one of the projects of the UW-SP representative. 
 
Minutes Review/Comments: Arlene Meyerhofer will be having shoulder surgery in March, so 
Mary Ann Krems has volunteered to take her place during her absence. 
 
Climate Change in Wisconsin Program: Between 57 and 63 people attended the Climate 
Change Conference on Thursday, Jan 30th .  There was no further feedback about the 



conference. Update on the Christmastide Giving Project: Karen Clifford explained the name 
change to its present “Christmastide Giving Project” because items were collected on the 
Sunday of Epiphany.  (Aside from her, four additional members of the Social Justice Committee 
were involved.)  Local agencies were visited prior to being named as one of the five local 
organizations chosen for the donations.  The purpose of the visits was to assess whether each 
individual agency complied with the mission statement of this project.  This year the agencies 
chosen were:  Kid’s Closet, Family Crisis Center, Operation Bootstrap, Portage County Prenatal 
Care, and Franciscans Downtown.  High school students helped sort the 300-600 items for 
these agencies on the collection day, January 5, 2020.  Agencies were then called to come pick 
up their items.  All groups were amazed by the generosity.  A note from the Family Crisis Center 
was read to the committee members. (Mobile Pantry received the food items donated along 
with the listed items on the Advent Calendar.) 
 
Update on the Christmas Dinner:  Mary Ann Krems, chief coordinator, reported that this was 
the highest attended Christmas Dinner since its inception.  One hundred fifty people were 
served at the church and 170 dinners were delivered to homes.  Salvation Army received the 
leftovers, Meals on Wheels provided the routes and PCCW (Portage County Catholic Women) 
provided the cookies and will do so next year. 
 
Goals and Budget:  There was considerable discussion and explanation about the Social Justice 
Committee Goals and Budget of 2020-2021.  This budget is two pronged:  those programs that 
are justice oriented and those that are considered charity based. Deacon Rick has prepared this 
document and it will be sent to you as a separate attachment along with these minutes. 
 
RentReady Update:  Mary Ann Krems reported that Holy Spirit parish’s Sponsor Advocates are 
Clint Schultz and Jim Wiese.  Mary Ann will be a back-up Advocate who will be getting 
additional training on March 3rd.  Jim and Clint will receive a one-hour training session soon. 
(See Appendix A) 
  
Mary Ann also noted that Holy Spirit parish is also to identify members of the Social Justice 
Committee who would be willing to volunteer to meet specific needs that each client identifies 
on his “Graduate Rent Assurance sponsorship Acknowledgement” form, i.e. a ride to church, 
etc.  (See Appendix B) Mary Ann and/or Sponsor Advocates will refer to Deacon Rick any 
appropriate client needs who, then, will contact volunteer members of the Social Justice team 
for assistance. 
 
Finally, Mary Ann reiterated that RentReady Wisconsin has identified specific guidelines for the 
Sponsor Advocates and the clients.  (See Appendix C) Any problems were to be referred to 
Mark Kordus, RentReady, WI, co-ordinator. 
 
Lenten Small Group:  Laudato Si:  Bob Wolensky, Susan Zach and Arlene Meyerhofer are 
working together to lead the Lenten Small Group at 9 AM on Wednesday mornings starting 
March 4th. A place is yet to be determined. 
 



Matthew 25 Collection:  While Patti Boylan was unable to attend the meeting, she did submit 
an updated schedule for February through November 2020.  (Appendix D).  She also submitted 
an updated Organization and Rotation List. (Appendix E) 
 
Social Justice Workshop Update:  Carol Steltenpohl, Dave Baker, Harry Magee, Deacon Rick 
Letto and Arlene Meyerhofer met Tuesday, February 4th.  A preliminary date (May 2nd) needs to 
be changed.  A lively discussion ensued.  While plans and another meeting date are still in 
progress, the group did tentatively agree to have members of the Social Justice Committee 
already aligned with one of its projects be available to meet interested parishioners, tell them 
what they are doing in their committees and listen for new ideas or projects from perspective 
new members.  More details are being worked out at this time. 
 
Feed My Starving Children (Feb.21-22) is being coordinated by Campus Ministry.  They have 17 
slots for help available. 
 
Haiti Chili Supper: Supper is scheduled for 5:30-7:00 PM, Feb.21st at Kostka Hall.  At the time of 
this meeting workers were still being sought and Deacon Rick Letto put out two memos for 
workers. 
 
“Climate Change and Human Health” will be discussed on February 27 and 6 PM at the Portage 
County Library. (Announcement only!) 
 
Committees reported back to Large Group at 7:55 PM. 
 
Deacon Rick closed the meeting at 7:59 with a very short prayer.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Arlene Meyerhofer, Committee Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 


